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Log homes Are Growing in Popularity

Designs For Cottage Landscapes 

Canoe Craftmanship Alive & well...



Log homes have come a long way since pioneer 

times when random logs were piled on top of 

each other and gaps between them were filled 

with anything from moss to mud. These days a 

log home is a custom design with all the bells and 

whistles you’d expect, plus the added advantage of 

energy efficiency and green design.

“The recent surge in log and timber frame 

construction appears to coincide with society’s 

ever-increasing push for healthy lifestyle choices,” 

says Rick Kinsman, owner of Bobcaygeon, Ont.-

based 1867 Confederation Log & Timber Frame 

Homes. “Not only are log homes free of the 

synthetic airborne particles that characterize more 

conventional building materials, but they’re also 

one of the most environmentally friendly choices 

you can make since wood grows naturally, is 

renewable and recyclable, and is sustainable over 

the long term,” he adds.

Confederation has been building log homes 

since 1980. Since then it has evolved into a global 

business, generating interest from as far away 

as Slovenia and the Honduras for its airtight 

construction methods and flexible design options. 

Log Homes Are Growing in Popularity

Light, Bright, 
    Airy &Green... 
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In 2008, the company added timber frame accents to its portfolio 

and is currently looking at adding rounded logs as well.

What many people don’t realize, says Kinsman, is that custom log 

homes can be built in as little as 20 weeks on average, weather 

permitting. Last year, for example, Confederation dealer Nick Norton 

of Nor-Scott Construction Ltd. completed a spectacular 3,600-square 

foot log home valued between $850,000 and $900,000 in just 18 

weeks.

“It was a nice, comfortable schedule,” says Norton, who credits a 

superb product from Confederation for his ‘timeliness.’ “When a 

Confederation log home arrives on site, we don’t encounter any 

problems because it’s already been partially erected in the plant 

and pre-drilled for wiring according to exact specifications.”

The majority of the trees used by Confederation are Northern White 

Pines harvested from Ontario northlands near the end of their life 

cycle. Using modernized milling techniques, the company cuts logs 

so precisely that they overlap and lock together in a fashion that 

meets Energy Star and R2000 rating requirements.

When it comes to designing a log home, many customers take 

advantage of a visit to the company’s show room in Bobcaygeon 

where Confederation designers use specialized software to create 

virtual walk-throughs that are “as close to the real thing as you can 

get,” explains Kinsman.

“With a click of a button, we can change a pine ceiling to drywall, 

double a window in size or stretch a wall by two feet,” he says. “In 

no time, you’re envisioning your log home without the guesswork.”

Ten years ago, vaulted pine-lined ceilings with beams were 

considered “dressy.” Now it’s all about wooden trusses, arched 

beams and curved spans, and there’s even a push for covered 

porches, finished with exposed timber elements.

If you’re stuck on the notion that a log home is a dingy, dark and 

drafty place to be, it’s time for a reality check, says Kinsman. “Not only 

log and timber frame homes light, bright and airy, but with wood’s 

natural ability to serve as insulator, they’re cosy too.”

For more information about 1867 Confederation Log and Timber Frame 

homes, call 1-877-462-5647 or go to www.confederationloghomes.com 
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